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Carter stritch leading Diagonal Dish at Picnic Wall Right 

 
 
 
  



 

Section 18 is a climbing area located in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan near the towns of Iron 
Mountain and Norway.  The area consists of four cliffs laid out in a line going from the south 
east to the north west on state land.  All of the cliffs predominantly face south west. The routes 
range from 20 feet to 80 feet tall. 
 
The area was discovered for climbing in 2015 by local climber Maddog.  In the spring of 2017 
there were 18 routes including two sport climbs. The area continues to be developed and has 
the potential for three times as many routes. 
 
If you have any corrections to this guidebook or have a route to add, please send me an email 
at carterstritch@gmail.com 
 
Camping 
Dispersed camping is allowed on state owned land.  A Camp Registration Card is required to be 
filled out and posted at the campsite.  A link to the Camp Registration card is below. 
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10365_10883-31303--,00.html 
 
Many route grades include a “TR”, “G” or “S” standing for top rope, trad and sport respectively. 
These letters designate the methods of climbing that are often used on the route. While the 
ability of the climber often determines which routes can be trad lead, the routes marked for trad 
lead in this guide are routes that the average trad leader would climb.  There may be routes that 
are leadable on gear that are not marked as such in this guide. 
S - Sport 
G - Trad 
TR - Top Rope 
 
Both climbing areas and climbs are listed from southeast to northwest (right to left when looking 
at the cliff faces. 
 
Ticks 
There are many ticks in the area. Both Wood Ticks and Deer Ticks.  Dickinson County were 
Section 18 is located has a known risk of Lyme Disease. Make sure to do a tick check at the 
end of the day. 
 
GPS Coordinates 
All of the cliffs and some of the climbs in this guide are accompanied by GPS coordinates. 
These coordinates are approximate should only be used for a general idea of location. 
 
Private Land 
The climbing areas are located on public land but are surrounded by a mixture of public and 
private property. There are a few “roads” that cross through private land that is marked.  Please 
be respectful of private property and follow all posted signs. 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10365_10883-31303--,00.html


 

Roads and Trails 
Some of the roads around the Section 18 are more trails than they are roads.  The majority of 
them can be traveled on with a normal car.  Be careful if traveling on the road behind (north of) 
the cliffs as the route Quicksand is named after a night long experience on the road. 
 
Directions 
Section 18 is located on forest service land near Norway and Iron Mountain in the south eastern 
part of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The cliff is accessed from the town of Norway. 
 
From the center of town in Norway, MI continue north on Main Street up the hill.  Turn right onto 
16th Ave for 0.3 miles.  Verse left onto District 5 road/Pearney Ln for x.x miles. Turn Left onto 
Benton Lake road which will be a dirt road for x.x miles. After x.x mile turn left onto another dirt 
road.  Take this for a few minutes to a large power line clearing.  At the powerline take a left on 
the car track going southwest.  The road eventually goes down a somewhat steep hill with some 
mud ruts. At the bottom of the hill is a fence with a no trespassing sign.  Continue past the fence 
and take an immediate right. Continue past the cliff and take a right at the intersection.  At the 
end of this road is a gravel pit.  Park in the grass on the left immediately before the gravel pit. 
All four cliffs are accessible from this parking lot. 

 
Cliff Siebert and Unnamed are mislabeled and the names should be swapped. 



 

 
 
Dry-Tool Cliff 
45.854444, -87.926109 
 
Both dry tooling and rock climbing are allowed at the cliff. Routes that are often dry tooled will 
have a “D” rating as well as a YDS rating.  The “D” rating is the same rating system as the 
mixed M system but uses a D to designate that the route is dry and does not contain any ice. 
 
It is possible to access the top of the cliff by walking left or right to the end off the cliff or by 
going up a ramp a little to the right of the Roof Area and Ixodes/Scapularis. 
 
To find the approach trail from the parking lot, walk back up the road the way you drove in, 
taking a left at the T. After about 100m there will be a trail and small rock cairn on the left hand 
side of the road.  After a minute on the trail it will bring you to another small cairn with a trail 
going toward the cliff on the right.  This trail will bring you to the roof section with Through the 
Roof and Ixodes.  Continue straight for Gem. 
 
Scapularis 5.7 TR 
The route starts up a short section over vertical broken rock about 30 feet to the right of the big 
roof. The angle eases off and then enters a small left facing corner near the top 
 
Ixodes 5.8 or D7 TR 
This route uses the same start as Scapularis and then angles off left through less than vertical 
terrain towards the right facing corner.  If your top rope rock climbing you will likely stay a little to 
the right of the corner.  If you are leading or drytooling you will likely get right up in the corner 
and use the crack. The top section with the crack in the corner offers great drytooling 
placements and practice. 
 
Through the roof 5.11  26m TR 
A great climb through the obvious roof on interesting and solid broken Rock. Find your way up 
the corner underneath the roof. Climb up left of the nest and then through the roof above the 
nest. Good sized holds and good feet make the roof fun. 
 
Bypass 5.9- TR 
Bypass is a fun face climb that skirts left of the roofs. 
 



 

 
Dani climbing Bypass 
 
Gem 5.7 40 ft TR G 
A trad and top rope climb up the obvious crack at the western end of the cliff. The route looks 
quite simple but is made interesting with a double fall line that seems to constantly tries to make 
you barndoor. Standard rack of nuts and Camalots from 0.4-2.  Located on the far left end of the 
cliff on a small ramp/ledge that is accessed from the left. On the approach trail continue straight 
past the small rock cairn and the approach ramp and climb will be on your right shortly. 
 

 
Carter Stritch leading Gem 



 

 

Picnic Area 
Picnic area is the most developed of the four cliffs at section 18. Not only does it have the 
largest number of routes and the only sports routes, it also has the most developed cliff bases 
with removed trees.  Picnic Area is comprised of three cliffs; Picnic Wall Right, Picnic Wall Left 
and Upper Picnic Wall.  Picnic wall Right is the first Picnic Wall Left has a nice fairly flat area at 
the base.  As you approach 
 
Picnic Wall Right 
45.855979, -87.930206 
 
Picnic Wall Right is a couple hundred foot long cliff that is fairly short in most spots and often 
broken by a ledge mid height. These are the first climbs you will see on the approach trail. 
 
Diagonal Dish  5.9 40 ft TR G 
A crack diagonalling right broken by a ledge halfway up.  Not the most aesthetic climb, but it 
offers a little more difficulty than one would think.  
0.2-2 Camalots and nuts 

 
Kendra Stritch climbing Diagonal Dish 
 
  



 

 
Jason’s Folly 5.8 TR 
This route starts out as a right hand facing corner and about halfway up it switches to a right 
facing corner.  The route is near the middle of the Picnic Wall Right.  
 
Picnic Wall Left 
45.856208, -87.930533 
 
Stop and Have a Picnic 5.8 TR G 
A good crack with some odd moves and ledges for rests. Chains at the top. 
 
Poly-Ticks 5.11a TR S 
The first sport climb in the area. It is located just to the left of the obvious crack Stop and Have a 
Picnic. Poly-Ticks is a quality climb with some spaced out bolts up high. 
 
Blood Diamond 5.11 b/c TR S 
Immediately to the left of Poly-Ticks and shares some of the same holds.  The there is a whitish 
diamond shaped piece of rock about ten feet above the ground.  The top edge is fairly sharp 
and gives the route it's name. 
 
 
Abba 5.11b  TR 
This route will likely be bolted in the near or far future. It is located to the left of Blood Diamond. 
 
Upper Picnic Wall aka Seattle Wall 
45.856633, -87.930129 
 
To access the Upper Picnic Wall walk past the Picnic Wall Left and continue on the trail going 
up into the forest above the cliff.  You will notice the upper wall above.  Continue up the talus 
field to the base. 
 
Unnamed 
45.859980, -87.941255 
 
Unnamed wall is the longest cliff in the area.  A small percentage of the wall overs high quality 
climbing.  The O’C Electric Blockcan be accessed by walking to the top of the cliff from climbers 
right and stepping across a small abyss to the block.  There are many cracks on top to make an 
anchor. 
 
To access the Unnamed wall, continue on a trail past the Lower Picnic Walls. The trail passes 
30 feet from the Lower Picnic Wall  and continues out as a well defined trail.  The trail becomes 
more and more in distinct as you get closer to the Unnamed Wall. 



 

 
Rain Maker 5.6 35 ft TR G 
45.85980 87.94106 w 
Rain Maker is a crack climb located in the obvious chimney.  The route allowed you to use both 
crack climbing and chimney techniques.  It is possible to see through the crack to the other side 
of the block where Double Crack is 
 
O’C Electric 5.8 TR 
45.85982 87.94116 w 
O’C Electric is one of the most obvious  routes at the cliff.  It starts out on the right hand side or 
center of the face on the freestanding block.  Diagonal up left to the vertical crack at ¾ height. 
 

 
Samantha Glowacki climbing O’C Electric 
 
Double Crack TR G 
On the West side of the O’C Block are two vertical cracks only a foot apart. Climb the cracks 
through some awkwardness ¾ of the way up with some good ledges for feet. 
 
 
  



 

 
O Dub 5.7 TR 
O Dub is the off width climb on the left side of the West face of the O’C Block.  Depending on 
your body size it can be considered a squeeze chimney or an off width.  Leading the climb 
would require Big Bros or a #12 Valley Giant, so it is best to top rope or solo the climb. 
 

 
Carter Stritch topping out on Double Crack.  O’C Electric can be seen on the face to the right of Double Crack 
 
  



 

 
Seibert Cliff 
45.86606, -87.949349 
Seibert Cliff offers great climbing with a good view and a little exposure.  One can access the 
top by walk past the cliff to the left and walking up the hill and towards the cliff. 
 
The best approach from the Pincic Area parking lot is to continue on a trail past the Lower 
Picnic Walls.  The trail is maybe 50 away from the cliff face.  This trail starts out as an obvious 
trail and turns I distinct.  It passes the Unnamed wall and continues to Seibert cliff. It may take 
~45 minutes. It is also possible to walk from the Picnic Wall parking lot to the cliff via the 
snowmobile trail which takes about 40 minutes. 
 
Quicksand 5.7 G 
45.86590, - 87.94961 
Quicksand is located on the prominent face at the west end of the cliff. The upper crack is the 
second obvious vertical weakness from the left.  The route starts on a ramp angling up to the 
right about 30 feet left of the obvious weakness. 
 

 
Samantha Glowacki climbing Rain Maker. 
 



 

 
Jon Jugenheimer working Blood Diamond and figuring out bolt placements 



 

 
Carter Stritch soloing O Dub. Photo: Samantha Glowacki 


